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Welcome to Rugby St Andrews
It is with great pleasure that we welcome all 

involved with Rugby St Andrews. They (Saint Andrews 
Boys Club) were formed in 1929 by the Rev J H Parsons 
MC to enable boys to take part in those games which 
build character as well as bodily health. They started 
playing rugby against school teams and by the mid 30’s 
they had secured fi xtures against proper rugby sides 
such as Old Laurentian. They played on pitches at Mill 
Rd until 1970 when they signed a lease on their current 
ground on Ashdown Rd.

I have searched our records and cannot fi nd a 
time when their fi rst XV (many lower teams have) have 
visited us so I believe this is indeed their fi rst, fi rst XV 
visit to us. We have however played each other many 
times but only in Rugby, the last time being Nov 88 
when Kenilworth won 13-10. 

Rugby St Andrews have come into this league by 
virtue of winning Midlands 3 west south, winning 17 
of their 22 games, scoring 652 points and conceding 
322. They fi nished two points ahead of Old Coventrians. 
This was their third championship and promotion since 
the introduction of the RFU leagues, the last being in 
2008. They have mainly a young squad brought through 
from their M&J section & Colts and of the 39 players 
who pulled on a fi rst team shirt last season almost 80% 
were ‘home grown’. During this promotion winning 
season their top try scorer was (the now retired) 
Spencer Brown and their top overall point’s scorer was 
Ryan Taylor. Many of us will remember Spencer Brown 
who gained two caps for England back in 1998 and 
indeed had a season and a bit at Kenilworth between 
2008 and 2010, scoring one try in six appearances. Due 
to the “Wayne Morgan” connection there has been a 

fl ow of players between our clubs over the past few 
years and do not be surprised to see ex Kenilworth 
(and indeed St Andrews) players David Rudd (an ever- 
present last season), Kurt and Will Morgan and Kalum 
Goodfellow possibly turning out for St Andrews today. 
We also hope to see and welcome Wayne today. The 
current club captain is Grant Taylor and their coach is 
Craig Jones. Last week in their opening game they lost 
14-32 at home to Evesham.

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
There are no relegated sides coming into 

the league this season and the teams that have 
replaced Droitwich,  Malvern (who defeated Crewe 
& Nantwich in a play off) and the relegated Old 
Yardleians and Berkswell & Balsall are Rugby St 
Andrews as champions of Mids 3 west south and 
Old Coventrians as runners up. Old Laurentian 
and Kidderminster have been level transferred in.

Last week was the opening weekend of 
the season and there were bonus point wins for 
Kidderminster (away at Old Coventrians), Evesham 
(away at Rugby St Andrews) and Kenilworth (away 
at Old Laurentian) and wins for Earlsdon (away 
at Silhillians), Barkers Butts (away at Southam) 
and Nuneaton Old Eds (at home to Leamington).

BRIAN MOORE DINNER
Our next Sporting Dinner is on Thursday 25th 

October when we are delighted to have the ex 
England hooker and BBC commentator Brian Moore 
as our speaker. This is close to being a sell out but 
there are a few spaces remaining. Full details on 
booking are on the website or can be obtained from 
Roger Roberts on commercial@kenilworthrugby.co.uk 
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OUR NEW HEAD COACH
It is with great pleasure that we announce we have 

appointed the former France and New Zealand defence 
coach David Ellis as Head Coach with immediate 
effect, completing the club’s set up for the 2018/19 
campaign. The role will see David work with Will 
Maisey and George Oram who have also joined the 
club this season. They will work as Backs Coach and 
Forwards Coach respectively, alongside their playing 
commitments at Coventry Rugby Club. David began his 
career in rugby league in the 1970s, making over 700 
appearances for various clubs. He then switched codes 
and turned his attentions to coaching in the 15-a-side 
game when he joined Racing Club de France in 1999. 

He went on to become Defence Coach for the 
France national side in 2000, a role he held for eleven 
years. During that time he won the Six Nations fi ve 
times (including three Grand Slams) and helped 
mastermind France’s famous victory over New Zealand 
in the 2007 Rugby World Cup quarter fi nals before 
reaching the Rugby World Cup fi nal four years later 
in New Zealand. In addition, Ellis worked with the All 
Blacks during the 2005 British and Irish Lions tour and 

THIS SEASON’S COMINGS AND GOINGS 
We have lost the following:

Player Coach & Hooker Chris Whitehead - Chris 
resigned his coaching position for personal reasons. 
Prop Will  Blackmore  -  Wi l l  has moved 
south to further his studies and gain his PhD. 
Centre Andy Funnell - has moved back down south 
for work. 
Kurt Morgan, back, Kalum Goodfellow, No8  and 
former colt Will Morgan – have returned to play for 
Rugby St Andrews, our visitors today. 
The versatile Tommy Jones and Harry Philpot have 
both moved to London to work and play. 

..but gained the following:
22 yr old Bryn Grantham, a utility back who joins us 
having completed his studies at Bath Uni. Bryn previously 
played for Kenilworth for the 2nd XV and Baba’s. 
22 yr old Carrick Waldron,  a  centre/wing, who joins 
as part of our growing ex-Warwick School contingent. 
26yr old Sam Harrison, a back row who previously 
played in Yorkshire. 
20yr old Jack Read, a hooker who has joined from 
Leamington, and previously played for our Colts. 
22yr old Josh Emery, another of the  ex-Warwick 
School membership who  will be a useful utility back:.
25yr old Sam Williams, a winger from Claverdon.

A number of our Colts from last season have signed 
on senior terms ahead of the new season to go with 
those that signed last season such as Ryka Sekhavati, 
Rob Poulter and Jack Rawlins. 

There are a few other useful looking players 
currently training with the squad and these will be 
announced once they have signed registration forms.

WEBSITE
We are currently developing a new web site and 

this should be up and running in the next few weeks 
and because of this information on the existing site is 
limited. The new site is being produced by Intelligent 
Golf, the people who are now managing our bar card 
system. One of the great benefi ts (or is it!) will be the 
ability of members to log in and check how much they 
are spending behind the bar!

SIX NATIONS & WASPS TICKETS
Applications for 2019 Six Nations tickets are now 

being accepted and details of this are posted around the 
club and will be on the new web site. Can I also remind 
you that if you purchase Wasps tickets via the code 
KENRFC then the club gets cash back on what you spend.

coached Tonga for two years between 2012 and 2014.
Ellis also brings a vast amount of professional 

club rugby experience in both England and France to 
the Glasshouse Lane-based club. During his career, 
he has held coaching roles at Gloucester and London 
Irish, as well as across the water at Racing, Bordeaux, 
Castres, Brive and Lyon.

Jai Purewal, Director of Rugby at Kenilworth RFC, 
commented: “It is absolutely fantastic that David has 
chosen to join Kenilworth RFC. We are a club with a 
rich tradition and a big future made even more exciting 
with this latest appointment. Our coaching team rivals 
that of most clubs across the region, providing our 
largely home grown squad with a great opportunity to 
go on and fi nd success. Off-the-fi eld plans are also well 
underway to provide facilities, equal to our ambitious 
coaching team, for the benefi t of all Kenilworth RFC 
players and supporters alike.”

LADIES
The Ladies had a disappointing start to their 

league season in level 3 last weekend with a 17-24 
home defeat by West Bridgford, a team who had been 
relegated into our new league from level 2. It was 
an encouraging performance however and we were 
always in the game. This weekend they have another 
home game against Bletchley with a 2.45pm kick off. 
They have previously played Bletchley in a friendly 
in our inaugural season (15/16) losing 7-15 at home 
in a friendly fi xture. A big date for everyone’s diary 
is the 4th Nov when our Ladies take on local rivals 
Old Leamingtonians in a league game, 2pm kick off.

GLASSHOUSE TV & SOCIAL MEDIA
Our Youtube channel, Glasshouse TV, continues 

to be populated and regularly updated with videos of 
games and interviews with players and coaches. It is 
very impressive and it is a big thank you to Sophie for 
her hard work with this. The club has also been very 
busy in standardising its Social Media posts and we 
hope you like what you see and are receiving. This is 
being led by Sophie, Gaz Renowden and Ash from the 
Ladies section.

GDPR & OUR MAILING LISTS
If you are not receiving news by email then you 

are not on the club mailing list. You now need to 
give your permission for us to send you emails and 
if you have not already responded to the club news 
email of 24th May re GDPR consent then contact 
secretary@kenilworthrugby.co.uk to be put on the list.

THIS WEEKS OTHER FIXTURES
Earlsdon - Barkers Butts
Evesham - Silhillians
Kidderminster - Old Laurentian
Leamington - Old Coventrians
Nuneaton Old Eds - Southam

Bryn Grantham

Sam Williams

Josh Emery
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Rugby St Andrews
LAST TEN LEAGUE GAMES: L

Sky Blue and Navy Blue Shorts

1.............................................Kyle Smith

2............................................ Gary Curtis

3........................................Steven Young

4.....................................Merion Parsons

5....................................... Tom Grimmett

6................................ Grant Taylor (Capt)

7.............................................. Kyle Bratt

8....................................... Kristen Enefer

9.............................................Dave Rudd

10..........................................Ryan Taylor

11...................................Jordan LLoydall

12................................. William Headley

13.................................. George Headley

14........................................Will Morgan

15...................................Tom Oglethorpe

16..........................................Keith Lister

17.............................................. Dan Hull

18.......................................Bradley Elliot

Kenilworth
LAST TEN LEAGUE GAMES: W
Blue with Yellow Flashes

1....................................... Rhidian Booth

2.................................... David Bromfi eld

3.......................................... Dan Roberts

4.................................. Jonny Openshaw

5...........................................Nick Gerber

6..............................................Raj Bahey

7..............................................Ed Rogers

8...................................Mikkel Andresen

9................................................ Cory Joy

10.................... Gareth Renowden (Capt)

11......................................... Josh Emery

12...................................Charlie Stevens

13......................................Tom Naismith

14....................................... Ollie Burman

15..................................... Sam Williams

16.................................. Marcus Andrew

17......................................Adam Clifford

18........................................Adam Turner

Player Sponsors
Player Sponsor

Edward Hannam Rapport Design 

Bobby Thompson  Hannam’s Removals 

Matthew Gibson FitnessWorx 

Alex Selby EHB Residential td 

Adam Turner  The Bright Media Agency

Edward Hunter Bear Cleaning Services 

Mikkel Andresen Eden Electrical Services

Rhys Jones Smith Jones Solicitors

Sam Went OCD (Outside Cleaning Direct) 

Marcus Andrew Harris Lamb 

Ollie Burman Groundwater Dynamics 

Will Johnson Kenilworth RFC

Today’s referee: 
Damian Dixon

Warwickshire Society

Player Sponsor

Nick Gerber Mrs Helen Shaw 

Gareth Renowden Mr Adam Turner

Harry Abell  Harrison Beale & Owen

Jonny Openshaw Drohan Builders Ltd 

Dan Roberts A.P Tree Surgeons 

Charlie Stevens Long Compton Abbatoir Ltd 

Jai Purewal  Frederick Cooper Ltd

Rob Thomason Kenilworth M&J U14s

Ross Lowthian  Lowthian Builders Ltd

Dan Careless  Prostate Cancer UK
Daniel Minks  Jonic Engineering Limited

The Teams for 15th September  2018

To request a quote, arrange a meeting  
or to visit our facilities, please get in touch:   

E: enquiries@emmersonpress.co.uk 
T: 01926 854400 

www.emmersonpress.co.uk

High quality print
Fast turnaround times
Friendly & professional

service
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There was only one home 
winner in our league last 
week, Nuneaton Old Eds at 
home to Leamington.

We have invested in three 
top quality coaches to bring 
the success to match our 
ambitious development 
plans. 

The number of  non-
availabilities we had last 
week against Old Laurentian 
due to injury and non-
availability. 

We have our fi rst Former 
Players Lunch in Oct before 
our home league fi xture 
against Evesham.

Historic day at Silhillians as 
our Men take on Silhillians in 
a league game and the Ladies 
Dev Squad play as well. 

It is 30 years since we last 
played Rugby St Andrews at 
fi rst XV level and they appear 
to have never ever visited us.

TONIGHT’S LOTTERY NUMBERS

2

3

14

27

29

30

WHAT’S ON AT KRFC
15th Sept v Rugby St Andrews, 3pm

16th Sept  Ladies v Bletchley, 2pm

21st Sept Coventry Welsh v Berkswell &  
 Balsall, 7pm

22nd Sept  Colts v Old Leamingtonians, 3pm

29th Sept  2nd XV v Silhillians, 3pm

1st Oct Kenilworth Jazz Club

6th Oct v Barkers Butts, 3pm

6th Oct Colts v Earlsdon, 3pm

20th Oct Ladies Lunch

20th Oct 2nd XV v Earlsdon, 3pm

25th Oct Brian Moore Dinner, 7 for 7.30pm

27th Oct v Evesham, 
 3pm FORMER PLAYERS LUNCH

27th Oct Colts v Old Laurentian, 3pm

4th Nov Ladies v Old Leamingtonians, 2pm

We have both BT Sport and Sky Sports so all 
rugby that is available will be shown. 

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

KENILWORTH RFC 1ST FIXTURES 
2018/2019

Date Opposition For Agst. Pos.
08 09 18  Old Laurentian (a) 34 16 3rd 
15 09 18 Rugby St Andrews (h)  
22 09 18   
29 09 18 Silhillians (a)  
06 10 18 Barkers Butts (h)  
13 10 18 Int Cup Round 2  
20 10 19 Earlsdon (a)  
27 10 18 Evesham (h)  
03 11 18 Southam (a)  
10 11 18 Int Cup Round 3  
17 11 18 Kidderminster (a)  
24 11 18 Int Cup Round 4  
01 12 18 Leamington (h)  
08 12 18 Nuneaton Old Eds (a)  
15 12 18 Old Coventrians (h)  
22 12 18   
29 12 18 Old Laurentian – Shield  
05 01 19 Rugby St Andrews (a)  
12 01 19 Silhillians (h)  
19 01 19 Int Cup Round 5  
26 01 19 Barkers Butts (a)  
02 02 19 Earlsdon (h)  
09 02 19 Int Cup  
16 02 19 Evesham (a)  
23 02 19 Int Cup  
02 03 19 Southam (h)  
09 03 19 Kidderminster (h)   
16 03 19 Int Cup   
23 03 19 Leamington (a)  
30 03 19 Nuneaton Old Eds (h)  
06 04 19 Old Coventrians (a)  
13 04 19 Old Laurentian (h)  
20 04 19 Int Cup SF  
27 04 19 League play-off  
04 05 19 Int Cup Final
Played: 1, Won: 0, Lost: 10, Drawn: 0, 
Pts for: 34, Pts agst: 16 

RFU INTERMEDIATE CUP 
WARWICKSHIRE SHIELDS

NATIONAL COLTS CUP
We have once again entered the RFU Intermediate 

Cup (for teams at level 7) and have received a bye in the 
fi rst round. The second round will be played on the 13th 
October. The format remains the same with the four 
divisions in England all competing separately with the 
ultimate winner of the Midlands Division playing the 
winner of the Northern Division for a place in the fi nal 
at Twickenham against the winner of the two southern 
divisions. Last year Droitwich reached the fi nal, only to 
lose to Camberley in a match broadcasted live on TV.

In the Warwickshire Shield (for levels 7 & 8) we 
have received a bye in the preliminary round and will 
now play Old Laurentian, away in the fi rst round, this to 
be played on the fi rst available Saturday/Sunday before 
the 30th Dec. In the Warwickshire 2nd XV Shield we 
received a bye in the preliminary round and will play 
the winners of Stoke Old Boys & Old Coventrians away 
on the 28th Oct.  

In the National Colts Cup we have been drawn 
away at Towcester on the 20th Oct.

NEXT FEW WEEKS
Next week (22nd) is an Intermediate Cup weekend 

and as we have been given a bye our fi rst XV have a free 
Saturday. We return to league rugby on the 29th Sept 
when we take on Silhillians away and on this day our 
Ladies Development squad are also taking on Silhillians 
Ladies at Silhillians. Silhillians play at Warwick Road, 
Copt Heath, Solihull, B93 9LW. We then return for a 
game at home against Barkers Butts on the 6th Oct.

LAST FEW WEEKS
We have had a very good pre season with wins 

against Berkswell & Balsall , Old Leamingtonians 
and a young Broadstreet Development Squad but 
this preparation was put into disarray when the fi rst 
league game against Old Laurentian came round with 
fourteen call offs due to injuries and non availabilities, 
the last call off coming on the morning of the game. 
However the eighteen guys who took the fi eld were 
magnifi cent and we ran out 34-16 bonus point winners 
against a not too bad Old Laurentian side with two very 
good fl ankers. Our try scorers were Sam Williams, Gaz 
Renowden (2), Josh Emery and (hooker) Harry Abell 
with Harry’s try coming from a solo run all the way from 
his own 10m run. We also seemed to have unearthed 
some decent kickers with Bryn Grantham successful 

with a penalty and a conversion and Josh Emery 
and Harry Abell each successful with a conversion. 
There was a welcome return for Ollie Burman, now 
performing as a winger.

Our Colts were down to play Stratford two weeks 
ago but this was called off by them. They had their fi rst 
run out last week against Leamington and had a very 
impressive 37-0 win.

Gaz Renowden try v OL’s
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Peacock’s Corner

Action at Stratford

IS IT A CRISIS? Not for New Zealand, who go from 
strength to strength and swat aside any team trying 
to upset the World Champions. England were trying 
to get close but they’ve fallen away. Ireland continue 
to build and are aspiring to be the challengers to the 
ultimate crown. With the World Cup in Japan just 12 
months away the Northern Hemisphere nations have 
their work cut out if any of them are to shift the tectonic 
plates and stop the All Blacks.

The New Zealand conveyor belt just doesn’t seem 
to make a mistake. When gaps appear due to retiring 
players, the next one steps up to the plate. Beauden 
Barrett is just the most sublime player. His battery 
never runs low and his skill set is to die for. Mix this 
with grunt from Reid, Retallick and Whitelock and they 
just don’t make mistakes. 

It was close to a crisis for England when they 
faced a whitewash in South Africa after a dismal Six 
Nations. Then up pops the ‘enfant terrible’ of English 
rugby to dig England out of the mire. I’m not sure what 
the correct spelling is, but why was Danny Cipriani such 
a complete knob to get himself into hot water on a pre-
season tour to Jersey? We all know the perils of one 
too many on tour, but when you’re a professional, who’s 
been out of favour because, well, then you do wonder. 

Cipriani is such a glorious talent, sadly lost to 
Wasps, but is he the golden one to put a sparkle into 
England’s back line. For me, after he broke his leg as a 
21 year-old, he’s never quite recaptured his pace and 
sure footedness. Undoubtedly, he is a creative star and 
you only have to watch the vision and accuracy of his 
passing during the fi rst two rounds of the Premiership 
to see how he might be the one to unlock a tightly 
shut defence.

There are other options for England down the M4 
corridor where you can see the growing talents of 
Marcus Smith at Harlequins. The teenager’s attacking 
skills are fantastic but his try saving tackles against 
Northampton clearly demonstrated that he will not shy 
away from contact and he might even have the pace 
to match the likes of a Beauden Barrett. 

Coach Jones will be looking to inject some zing 
and zip in the Autumn series but more worryingly for 
England is their scrum. It just looked so pedestrian 
during the six nations and was outgunned in the 
fi rst two tests in South Africa. In the last Six Nations 

England were seriously exposed by Wales and then 
opened up like kippers by a rampant Scotland. France, 
followed by Ireland, just ran over, round and through 
them. If England are to succeed they have to rekindle 
power and pace that is focused on linking and feeding 
the backs with quick ball and lots of it. 

Last season other nations proved to have a better 
balance in their back row and there’s something about 
the Premiership that seems to work against them. It’s 
unbelievable that a nation the size of England has to 
go and raid New Zealand and South African rugby for a 
fl anker. Brad Shields was fl own in straight from Super 
14, having never set foot on a Premiership pitch, and 
this season there is Michael Rhodes, the South African 
born fl anker, starting to make a name for himself at 
Saracens. With Big Billy on his way back what then 
about an out and out No. 7? If Curry is to fi ll the berth 
he needs to become more of a destroyer and link man 
while Sam Underhill just needs to stay fi t. 

Since the last Rugby World Cup, Ireland have 
worked hard to develop a clear strategy to build 
a successful International squad. The integrated 
provincial system has allowed Leinster, Ulster, Munster 
and Connaught to nurture a small pool of talent and 
punch well above their weight. Mix this together with 
the creativity and cunning of Joe Schmidt and Ireland 
may hope that they won’t stumble when it comes to 
World Cup time.

Contrast Ireland’s approach with the Premiership 
(and Top 14) which is attritional and highly competitive. 
The Irish manage and marshal their imports to help 
national success. Who’d have thought Aki and Stander 
were anything but emerald green.

What crisis? There’s a mouth-watering prospect of 
a tumultuous season ahead and what would happen if 
someone can sneak a win against New Zealand before 
Santa arrives. 

Front row v OL’s


